Rationale for Course Changes of the American Sign Language Program
respectfully submitted on January 8, 2010 
by Lauren Sanders, Associate Coordinator
Purpose:
The American Sign Language (ASL) Program has since its inception been supported by its affiliations with the Office of Interdisciplinary Programs, the Department of English, Department of Speech & Hearing Sciences, and the College of Education & Human Ecology: School of Teaching & Learning.  Recently it has been decided to merge the program into one unit with its own budget and an administrative affiliation with the Foreign Language Center. As such, we are requesting that our course name changes to American Sign Language 101, 102, 103, and 104 rather than their current names within each department.  The course content is –and has been – the same but the syllabi have been enhanced to better reflect this unification and to ensure adherence to ASC GEC requirements. 
Course name changes:
English 101 and EDU T&L 101 
( American Sign Language 101
English 102 and EDU T&L 102 
( American Sign Language 102
EDU T&L 113 and SPH/HRNG 103 
( American Sign Language 103
EDU T&L 114 and SPH/HRNG 104
( American Sign Language 104

Rationale:
The American Sign Language (ASL) course series fulfills the GEC foreign language skills category.  This sequence is designed for students to develop beginner to intermediate communication skills and to learn about American Deaf culture and history. Course instruction and activities are completed primarily using the target language, ASL.  Students will gain a large vocabulary about topics related to self, others, and the world around them.  Grammar is also taught throughout the series, giving students the ability to produce and understand simple to more complex conversations and narratives using ASL.

The ASL series also introduces students to the rich and complex American Deaf culture and history. Students will learn about, observe, and examine the history of American Sign Language and the culture of its native users; opportunities to do so will occur through readings, signed literature, films, discussions, participation in community events, and written work.  Through these experiences, students will recognize and understand differences and similarities between the cultures and communities of the language that they are studying and their own.
Below are our program goals for students to achieve after completing the ASL GEC series.

Language

A. The successful student will understand that ASL is a true language, with unique grammatical features that distinguish it from English and other sign systems.


B. The successful student will gain increasing knowledge of and competence with ASL grammar.


C. The successful student will gain increasing knowledge of and competence with vocabulary.


D. The successful student will gain comprehensive knowledge of and competence in various ASL communication environments.


E. The successful student will gain increasing ability to engage in extended ASL discourse on a broad range of topics. 

F. The successful student will be able to understand, analyze, and produce features of ASL literature, including storytelling, narratives, and poetry. 
Culture 
G. The successful student will know about the cultural and historical patterns that characterize the Deaf community.

H. The successful student will know about and be able to explain the history and current status of communication access pertaining to education, language choices, and available technologies for deaf people.


I. 
The successful student will know about the important laws and organizations that impact the Deaf community.


J. The successful student will be able to demonstrate an appreciation of the American Deaf community as a multicultural and linguistic minority within a majority culture.
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